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had been fought*   The children grew up to be proud
of being Balkan and Serb.

It was a poor household in Geneva, There was no
wealth, no luxury. There was not so much food as
at Cettinje. King Peter could almost live on black
coffee only. He brought up his children to be most
frugal, a habit that remained with Alexander all his
life, lie never was much interested in eating and
drinking.

But there was ambition. The father believed in
the future of his family, a future in the service of the
Slavs, He enjoyed some Influence through the Monte-
negrin court. Montenegro was small and insignificant,
but the daughters of King Nicholas were connected
with the grand world. Zorka had married "Peter, an
exile, and that seemed a poor match. But Helen had
married the heir to the throne of Italy. A third married
the Grand Duke Nicholas, the uncle of the Russian
Tsar. Montenegro enjoyed an intimate friendship with
the Russian court, and church. 'Hie Russian connection
was still the strongest hope of the Slavs, other than
their belief in themselves. Peter kept up a corre-
spondence with Russia and decided to commit; his
children to the protection of the Romanofs. When
Alexander was ten years old he must say good-bye to
Geneva and his playmates and go to school in St,
Petersburg. The Ecole des Pages accepted the young
prince.

Sandro made the long journey but he did not go
alone, George and Elena went to Russia to be
educated also. Prince Peter was left to his clubs and
his newspapers and political friends in Geneva. But
he kept young Paul with him. 1 Us own children never
returned to Geneva, but he went to Russia at: Christmas
and Bastet and sometimes in the summer to be with
them in the holidays. It was a holiday for him also,
Russian hospitality was boundless and he and they were
more comfortable in Russia than in Switzerland.